NOVOCAINE HEADLINES AT THE BDA
The British Dental Association (BDA) is hosting their first ever film festival, Dentists in the movies. It will be held at the BDA's London headquarters during April and May.
A variety of dentistry-related films will be featured at free-toattend screenings and the season will also showcase a range of objects and dental history from the BDA's Museum.
The season began over the Easter break with two films aimed at children. In May there will be four events for adults: a series of old shorts for classic film buffs and some romantic comedy and drama from the 1960s, 1980s and 2000s. Daniel Day Lewis plays an Irishman on a mission to take dentistry to the rural Argentinian population in light comedy Eversmile New Jersey and Steve Martin takes the lead in Novocaine, a slightly darker comic tale of an ordinary dentist whose life gets turned upside down when he falls for a beautiful but drugaddicted patient played by Helena Bonham-Carter.
The films start at 6.30pm, with an opportunity to tour the BDA Museum from 5pm. The events are open to dentists and non-dentists alike. The screenings are free but prior booking is essential. Email your name and the number of tickets you require to venue@bda.org if you wish to attend.
Light refreshments will be available and donations to Dentaid will be gratefully accepted. All films are shown in DVD format.
PROPOSALS RECOMMEND LEADING ROLE FOR DENTAL PROFESSIONALS IN HALTING USE OF SMOKELESS TOBACCO
Dentists, dental nurses and dental hygienists may be asked to play a leading role as part of new proposals to stop the use of smokeless tobacco by people of South Asian origin in the UK. The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) have published a consultation on their proposals which recommends a key intervention and education role for dental professionals.
NICE is also recommending more training for dental professionals to help them gain a greater understanding of smokeless tobacco including terminology, symptoms and approaches to successful intervention. Smokeless tobacco is associated with a number of health problems including nicotine addiction, mouth and oral cancer, periodontal disease, heart attacks and strokes, problems in pregnancy and following childbirth and late diagnosis of dental problems as smokeless tobacco products can often mask pain.
The draft guidance recommends that dental professionals ask patients about their smokeless tobacco use and record the outcome in their patient notes; make users aware of the potential health risks and advise them to stop, using a brief intervention; refer users who want to quit the habit to tobacco cessation services that use counsellors trained in behavioural support; and record the person's response to any attempts to encourage or help them to stop using smokeless tobacco in the patient notes.
'The evidence that does exist indicates that South Asian women -the main users of smokeless tobacco -are approaching four times more likely to suffer from mouth cancer, ' commented Dr Nigel Carter, Chief Executive of the British Dental Health Foundation, who support NICE's draft proposals.
The draft guidance can be found at http://guidance.nice.org.uk/ PHG/Wave23/20/ Consultation/Latest and the consultation is open to comments until 25 April 2012.
